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The Nature and Extent of Alcohol Misuse
Among Offenders
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 Traffic crashes are the single greatest cause

of death for every age group between three
and 34 years of age In the U.S. (except for
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1998 BJS Analysis of National Data

on the Prevalence of Alcohol
Involvement in Crime




Sources

e Arrest data from the FBI’s Uniform Crime
Reporting Program

* FBI’s National Incident-Based Reporting
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Many of these surveys have been
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Crimes Committed Under the Influence

e More than 36% of the 5.3 million convicted adult offenders
under the jurisdiction of probation authorities, jails, prisons or
parole agencies in 1996 had been drinking at the time of the
offenses for which they had been convicted

— The average estimated BAC of probationers who drank




Crimes Committed Under the Influence

« BJS statistician Christopher Mumola reviewed the 1997
Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional
Agencies and provided additional insights

— The more violent the crime, the greater the likelihood
that alcohol was involved (excepting crimes where




Prevalence of Alcohol Abuse
or Dependence

« Greenfeld reported:




Prevalence of Alcohol Abuse
or Dependence

 Mumola reported that over 24.4% of State
prisoners gave at least 3 positive responses on a
CAGE questionnaire




Treatment of Offenders -- DUI

e Most states continue to emphasize punitive
sanctions rather than remedial measures

* Most states have laws governing assessment,
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Treatment of Offenders --
Generally




Treatment of Offenders -- Generally

« Almost 40% of probationers who committed
crimes under the influence of alcohol had not
recelved treatment at the time they were




Next Steps to Understanding the
Nature and Extent of the Problem

* \We need to encourage researchers to
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