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Consensus Statements 

On January 27, 2009, the National Partnership on Alcohol Misuse and Crime (NPAMC) convened a 
diverse meeting of leaders and stakeholders to discuss the need to screen and assess offenders for alcohol, 
drug and mental health issues. During the meeting, the group identified several areas of agreement. The 
following statements reflect the sense of the group. They do not represent the views of any particular 
participants or their associations, organizations, agencies or companies and should not be attributed to 
them.  
 
It is important for justice officials to identify offenders with alcohol, drug and/or mental health issues.  
 
Where feasible, the following defendants should be screened for alcohol, drug and mental health issues 
prior to arraignment using generally accepted tools:  
 

•  Defendants with past histories of alcohol, drug or mental health issues  
•  Defendants arrested for felonies or violent misdemeanors  
•  Defendants under the influence of alcohol and/or other drugs at the time of the alleged offense  

 
Offenders who screen positive for alcohol, drug or mental health issues should be formally assessed for 
both clinical needs and criminogenic risk factors prior to sentencing.  
 

•  Clinical needs include alcohol and other drug use, abuse and dependence, mental health 
problems, and functional impairments (like inability to maintain employment or relationships).  

•  Criminogenic risk factors include risk of dangerousness, risk of re-offending, risk of violating 
conditions of supervision, and risk for failure in standard treatment interventions.  

 
Tools for conducting risk and clinical needs assessments that have been validated for the general 
population should be validated for specific offender populations as well.  
 
Reliable and culturally unbiased tools for conducting risk and clinical needs assessments of offenders 
should be validated for the offender population, made readily available in the public domain, utilized, 
evaluated and continuously improved.  
 
Screening and assessment tools should be administered according to generally accepted practices.  
 
Recommendations based on risk and clinical needs assessments should be communicated to the 
sentencing judge, prosecutor, defense counsel, defendant, probation officer and prior to sentencing.  
 
Courts should consider recommendations based on risk and clinical needs assessments when sentencing 
offenders. @alcoholandcrime.org (305) 610-3585  
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Research should be conducted to determine the prevalence of alcohol and drug misuse, mental health 
issues and functional impairments in offender populations.  
  
Research should be conducted to determine the value of screening and assessing all types of offenders for 
alcohol, drug and mental health issues and criminogenic risks.  
 
Longitudinal studies should be conducted on criminal justice programs to ensure their effectiveness and 
optimization. 
 

Participants 
Alcohol Monitoring Systems  Kathleen Brown  
Alcohol Monitoring Systems  Mike Iiams  
Alcohol Monitoring Systems  Lou Sugo  
Alcohol Monitoring Systems  Stephen K. Talpins  
Alkermes  David Gastfriend  
Alkermes  Jeff Harris  
American Beverage Licensees  John Bodnovich  
American Probation and Parole Association  Carl Wicklund  
American Society of Addition Medicine  Alexis Geier-Horan  
Association of American Motor Vehicle Administrators  Selden Fritschner  
Center for Integrated Behavioral Health Care  Dr. Eric Goplerud  
Center for Integrated Behavioral Health Care Dr. Laura Jacobus-Kantor  
Drug and Alcohol Testing Industry Association  Laura Shelton  
Governors Highway Safety Association  Barbara Harsha  
House Arrest Services  Jonathan Ugval  
Institute of Police Technology and Management  L.R. “Bob” Jacob  
Institute for Legal, Legislative and Policy Studies (U. Ill.)  Tom Ambrose  
International Community Corrections Association  Jane Browning  
Ladybug Teknologies  Sherry Colbourne  
Ladybug Teknologies  Chris Montag  
Mothers Against Drunk Driving  Julie Clements  
National Association of Drug Court Professionals  West Huddleston  
National Association of Drug Court Professionals  Dr. Doug Marlowe  
National Association of Prosecutor Coordinators  Carol Peters  
National Center for DWI Courts  David Wallace  
National Center for State Courts  Dr. Victor “Gene” Flango  
National District Attorneys Association  Brent Berkley  
National GAINS Center  Dr. Dan Abreu  
Resource Center on Impaired Driving (Univ. Wisconsin)  Nina Emerson  
Securetec  Sherry Diehl  
South Dakota Attorney General’s Office  Bill Mickelson  
Traffic Injury Research Foundation  Robyn Robertson  
Warren Diepramm  
Elizabeth Earleywine  
Connaught O’Connor  
Joe Turner  

Federal Liaisons 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  Heidi Coleman  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  Valerie Gompf  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  Dr. Jeff Michael  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  Renee Morris  
National Institute of Justice  Marlene Beckman  
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism  Dr. Ralph Hingson  
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism  Dr. Mark Willenbring  
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration  Stephen Wing  
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration  Michael Yesenko 


